Supporters and survivors: the people without AIDS.
Over the past 10 years the AIDS crisis has produced a large volume of writing. Much of this is documentary. Dozens of studies of AIDS from various clinical and political perspectives have been complemented by just as many published diaries, autobiographies, novels, plays, and poems. A few of these works have risen to the surface not only as extraordinarily valuable testimonies to the changes AIDS has wrought in individual and collective life but also as first-rate literary works, worth reading because beyond their immediate purposes they articulate with extraordinary lucidity and compassion some deep truths about the human--and the modern--condition. Paul Monette's Borrowed Time is among the most distinctive of those. It speaks not only for the community of people with AIDS and those who support them but for a generation.